
Imagine a bowl or chair. The artisans 
of the Pennsylvania Guild of Craftsmen 
elevate these everyday objects into works 
of art with style and design so that using 
them daily is both delightful and practical. 
The men and women of the Guild pair the 
aesthetics of fine art with the technical 
precision of craftsmanship. This balance 
creates work that is visually unique yet 
often fully functional.

Through a partnership with the Friends 
of Rittenhouse Square and in conjunction 
with the Philadelphia Department of 
Parks and Recreation, the Guild will bring 
its signature premier Fine Craft Fair, 
featuring 140 of its finest craft artists, to 
Rittenhouse Square on May 11, 12 and 13. 
This is believed to be the first professional 
fine craft fair at the square.

Founded in 1944 at the recommendation 
of Eleanor Roosevelt, the Pennsylvania 
Guild is one of the nation’s largest and 
most recognized craft guilds, specializing 
in the advocacy and support of more 
than 1,400 members whose handwork 
is known for its unparalleled skill and 
artistry.  Fine craft is often defined as the 
transformation by hand and mind of raw 
materials into inspired works of art. The 
finished products may be either traditional 
or contemporary in style and design. 

The Pennsylvania Guild is known for 
its premier events; the Guild’s largest is 
in Wilmington at Chase Center on the 
Riverfront (early August) and in Lancaster 
at downtown’s new Convention Center 
(mid-November). Both of these shows 
feature 140 to 200 artisans. 
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Coming in May, a New Fair in the Square  
By Sherrie Boyer, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Guild of Craftsmen

Newsletter of the Center City Residents' Association Vol. 2 No. 5  March 2012

Big Changes for CCRA
Please be sure to read Jeffery L. Braff’s President’s Report on  

page 3 to learn about CCRA’s new office, staff and plans.

Rob Glebe of Chestertown, MD, pierces, cuts and texturizes mild steel 
to form into vessels and wall tiles.
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Plant One Million: New Trees for a Green, Clean and Cool Philadelphia
By Alan Jaffe, Public Relations Manager, The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
(PHS) is coordinating the first multistate 
tree campaign in the United States in 
order to replenish the green canopy in the 
Philadelphia region.

Plant One Million encompasses three states 
and 13 counties and is led by PHS, which 
is headquartered at 20th and Market streets 
in Philadelphia; Philadelphia Parks & 
Recreation; the TreeVitalize program of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources; the New Jersey 
Tree Foundation and the Delaware Center 
for Horticulture. Together, these partners 
are creating a movement to educate 
residents, businesses, institutions and civic 
groups about the need for trees and canopy 
restoration—and arming them with the 
tools to “plant, tend and count.”

Since the campaign was launched 
last spring at the 2011 Philadelphia 
International Flower Show, more than 

120,000 new trees have been added in the 
Greater Philadelphia area, southern New 
Jersey and Delaware. The goal is to restore 

the region’s tree canopy—the area of land 
shaded by trees—to 30 percent.

Coming in May, a New Fair in the Square cont.

Circling Rittenhouse Square, the Fine 
Craft Fair craftsmen and women will be 
selling individually handcrafted jewelry, 
contemporary furniture, functional and 
decorative pottery, designer clothing, fine 
porcelain and other interpretive works 
including blown glass, limited edition 
photography and sculpture. Please be sure 
to stop by and take the opportunity to view 
the one-of-a-kind items for sale and chat 
with the craftspeople who made them.

Fair hours are 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., 
Friday and Saturday, May 11 and 12, and 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, May 
13. Additional information on the fair is 
available at www.pacrafts.org.

Pam Cummings, of Harrisburg, PA, creates wheel thrown and hand built stoneware pottery, which she then adorns with delicate nature motifs.

Michael DiBerardinis, Deputy Mayor for Environmental and Community Resources, addresses the volunteers who participated in the tree planting at 
FDR Park. Drew Becher, president of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, is on the right.
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Philadelphian Ryan Greenheck creates hand thrown, altered stamped 
and adorned functional porcelain.

Continue on page 4
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This summer, shortly after I took on the role of President, former CCRA 
President Steve Huntington invited me to join him for lunch, saying he 
had some CCRA business to discuss with me. And what a lunch it was!

After advising me that he was slowing down in his law practice, 
Steve presented a written outline of an offer to have Steve, and the 
administrative staff of his law firm, run the CCRA office administrative 
functions out of his office, located at Suite 2500, 1600 Market Street 
(the PNC building), while also providing essentially executive director 

services, all at a cost lower than what we were paying our office manager (salary and benefits 
plus office overhead). This conversation was particularly welcome because, as some of our 
members had noticed, we had been struggling with several office administration issues.

Steve’s contributions to CCRA have been extraordinary. Aside from his 1987–1989 term as 
president, as a CCRA volunteer, Steve was instrumental in the adoption of permit parking in 
the City; provided pro bono legal counsel to the effort that saved the Wanamaker Mansion; 
founded the Friends of Schuylkill Park with two other CCRAers; created the Association’s 
discounted auto insurance program (which resulted in member savings and annual 
contributions to CCRA of $10,000); negotiated the Garden lease with Fairmount Park; chaired 
the committee that revised the Neighborhood Plan; originated the Crosstown Coalition and 
formed the interfaith association of 12 neighborhood congregations.

After pinching myself to ensure that I was not dreaming, I told Steve that his proposal was 
most intriguing, but that I would need to run it past the Office Committee and the Executive 
Committee, before presenting it to the full board of directors. 

Over the fall, through the efforts of the Office and the Executive Committees, the proposal 
was fleshed out, and an engagement letter with Huntington and Franklin, P.C. (Steve’s law 
firm) was prepared, key to which was a description of the managerial services, secretarial 
services and office facilities that would be provided. Furthermore, to avoid any perceived 
conflict of interest, Steve volunteered to resign from his position on the board (a position 
reserved by CCRA’s bylaws to all former presidents).

After a spirited debate extending across two board meetings, the proposed engagement was 
overwhelmingly approved and went into effect on January 17. And because we were able to 
negotiate a favorable buyout of the CCRA office lease, the engagement will actually save the 
organization more than $5,000 over two years. Prior to the vote, the board expressed a few 
concerns, two of which I would like to share with you.

The Role of the Executive Director. To the current board’s knowledge, CCRA has never had 
an executive director and, consequently, all of the Association’s activities have historically 
been led either by its board members or its counsel. The board, therefore, was understandably 
concerned about retaining control, and received explicit assurances from Steve that he will 
only act as an instrument of the board. Moreover, this understanding has been spelled out 
expressly in our contract for services.  

Duration of the engagement. The engagement is for a two-year term, although CCRA has 
the right to terminate it at any time and for any reason. Our goal is that at the end of this two-
year period, the office operations will have been streamlined and organized so that we will be 
able to turn over the Association to a professional “community organizer,” as it is unrealistic 
to expect that we will, in the future, be able to afford to have both an executive director and an 
office manager.

I hope that you, CCRA’s members and supporters, share the excitement that I have regarding 
this unique opportunity that came our way. Looking back at the goals that I recited in my first 
two President’s Reports, this engagement constitutes a true operating efficiency that should, 
at the same time, enhance CCRA’s professionalism, visibility and effectiveness; increase our 
membership numbers and improve fundraising―all of which should move us into a position 
of financial stability.

Jeffrey L. Braff, President  
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On the second Friday of each month an 
exhibit opening is held from 6:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. at Twenty-Two Gallery at 236 
South 22nd Street. The artists scheduled 
for spring 2012 are Eric Fausnacht 
(March 9), William Middleton (April 
13), Michele Gallagher (May 11) and 
Rosemary Castiglioni (June 8). These 
are four of the gallery’s 22 members and 
were selected by owner Shawn Murray 
and the other members. These artists were 
chosen for their quality and appeal to the 
market and represent a variety of styles, 
media and tastes. Twenty-Two Gallery 
opened in 2003, and its artists work in a 
variety of media from oil to watercolor to 
printmaking to sculpture to mixed media, 
among others. Many of the artists studied 
at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts.

“Trees are vital to the environmental and 
economic well-being of the region, and 
this program will have a major impact on 
the health of our communities,” explained 
Drew Becher, PHS President.

Millions of trees in this region were lost 
in recent decades to development and the 
natural lifespan of trees. Their replacement 
and increased numbers are vital for a 
variety of reasons:

•	 Trees clean the air and store  
carbon dioxide.

•	 Trees reduce storm water runoff, 
thereby reducing pollution and flooding.

•	 Trees provide shade in the warm 
weather and decrease utility bills.

•	 Trees raise property values of nearby 
homes and businesses.

•	 Trees beautify neighborhoods and 
landscapes and leave a green legacy for 
future generations.

Helping to implement the Plant One Million 
campaign in the Greater Philadelphia area 
are the 3,800 committed volunteers trained 
by PHS as Tree Tenders. The training course 
empowers residents to make dramatic strides 
in planting trees in their neighborhoods and 
ensuring their maintenance. 

The Tree Tenders course offers hands-on 
training and covers tree biology, urban 
stress on trees, tree identification, planting, 

community organizing and basic pruning 
and root care.

This fall, a major tree planting was held 
simultaneously in Philadelphia, Chester 
County, Camden, NJ, and New Castle and 
Newark, DE. More than 2,100 trees were 
planted in the region on November 5.

PHS and Philadelphia Parks & Recreation 
led the planting that day of more than 
100 trees in the groves throughout FDR 
Park, Broad Street and Pattison Avenue 
in South Philadelphia. Participating in the 
event were volunteers from Independence 
Blue Cross, Benjamin Lovell and Dansko, 

Johnson Controls, Booz Allen Hamilton, 
Asher & Company and Hersha Hospitality 
Trust. TD Bank provided generous 
financial support for the planting, and 
Chickie & Pete’s provided food for the 
volunteers. Spirited support was provided 
by the Eagles Cheerleaders and Swoop, 
the team mascot, and a contingent of the 
Philadelphia Flyers’ Wives.

Center City residents who would  
like more information on the Plant  
One Million campaign can visit  
www.plantonemillon.org. For information 
about the next Tree Tenders training, 
please visit www.PHSonline.org.

Plant One Million: New Trees for a Green, Clean and Cool Philadelphia cont.

Twenty-Two Artists Exhibit at Twenty-Two Gallery 
By Bonnie Eisenfeld

Swoop, the Eagles mascot, and Mindy Maslin (far right), Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Tree Tenders project manager, lead a tree 
planting in FDR Park.

Second Friday events at Twenty-Two Gallery provide an opportunity for guests to view new exhibits and meet the artists.
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A photographic archive spanning over 50 
years of baseball, other sports and historical 
figures and events is available to view, 
purchase or license at Shawn Murray’s 
Twenty-Two Gallery, 236 South 22nd Street. 
Murray’s grandfather, Bruce Murray, Sr., nick-
named the “Master,” was an award-winning 
photojournalist between 1911 and 1958, 
who photographed baseball legends such as 
Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig and Connie Mack. 
These photographs, some of which were 
never published, are preserved on glass plates 
owned by Shawn Murray. Bruce Murray, Sr.’s 
photographs are also housed in the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame, the Thomas Edison 
Museum, the Babe Ruth Museum and in 
many private and corporate collections.

Shawn’s father, Bruce Murray, Jr., was a press 
photographer for the Evening Bulletin and 
the New Jersey Courier Post as well as an 
industrial photographer, and his photographs 
cover Americana and industrial and military 
subjects. Murray has preserved the works 
of his grandfather and father, and he prints 
them in his darkroom behind the gallery. 
Some of the photos are on view in the gallery, 
and some may be seen by appointment 
only. An exhibition of Bruce Murray, Sr.’s 
photographs will open in November 2012. 
More information about these photographs is 
available at www.brucemurray.com.

Member artists pay a monthly fee and are 
asked to receive visitors at the gallery for 
one shift lasting six hours every month. In 
return the artists receive space to exhibit 
their works, and the gallery promotes the 
exhibits through its website and mailings. 
Each member artist gets a solo show every 
year or so, and the rest of time they each 
have a few works exhibited. Information 
about the gallery and each of its member 
artists is available on the gallery website, 
www.twenty-twogallery.com and each 
artist’s own website is linked to it. 

Melissa Bryant is one of the newest 
members of the gallery and a newcomer 
to the Rittenhouse Square area. She has 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in painting and 
is studying in the Post-Baccalaureate 
program at the Pennsylvania Academy  

of Fine Arts. Bryant is appreciative that  
the gallery’s commission is only 15  
percent of the sale price of a painting, 
whereas the typical gallery’s commission 
is 40 to 50 percent. 

Ed Bronstein, a local artist, had a show 
in November and December 2011 that 
featured his paintings of the Rittenhouse 
Square neighborhood. One half of the 
proceeds were donated to the Greenfield 
School’ s Home and School Association 
to help fund art education since there is no 
longer an art teacher on staff.

In addition to the openings, Twenty-Two 
Gallery hosts occasional concerts, and  
the space is available for small evening 
private parties. 

From Home Plate to Glass Plate:  
Famed Baseball Photos Housed at Twenty-Two Gallery 
By Bonnie Eisenfeld

Twenty-Two Gallery at 236 South 22nd Street has 22 member 
artists who exhibit their work and meet with visitors. 
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Shawn Murray, the owner of Twenty-Two Gallery, in front of some of the sports photographs taken by his grandfather, Bruce Murray, Sr.
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Like many city dwellers, I often find myself taking 
taxis around the city. In Philadelphia, where public 
transit can be inefficient and inconvenient, taxis are an 
essential option.

While I actually find taxi rates in Philadelphia to be 
reasonable, I vehemently dislike the taxis themselves 
and the often inexperienced and rude drivers that 
operate them. I am sure all of you have experienced 
something similar to the following: You get in a cab and 
sit down on a ripped, dirty seat. The driver, assuming 
he stops his cell phone conversation long enough to 
greet you, will be annoyed at virtually any destination 
you give him. Upon arrival, after taking the longest, 
bumpiest, stop-and-go ride possible, the driver stops his 
cell phone conversation just long enough to give you 
change. As you exit the cab, you notice a grease-like 
substance on your pants/coat/shirt that you picked up 
somewhere along the way. Sound familiar?

I am sure it does, and I firmly believe it does not have 
to be this way. As my frustration with Philadelphia 
taxis grew, I took a look at the website for the New 
York Taxi and Limousine Commission. I was fascinated 
by what I saw: An easy to navigate, helpful website 
that listed services and the rights of passengers and 
provided a detailed list of cleanliness and courtesy 
requirements for drivers followed by the applicable fine 
for each violation. Compare that to the Philadelphia 
Parking Authority Taxi Enforcement website, where 
the available information is more for drivers than 
passengers. I could not find a list of fines on the 
website, only a list of regulations so detailed that the 
average consumer will give up long before finding a 
solution to their problem.

Why such a difference? I believe it’s the focus of our 
Parking Authority. My experience in New York is 
limited, but I never got the sense that their parking 
officers relished towing cars, writing tickets and 
making the lives of drivers miserable. They seemed…
helpful. In Philadelphia, by contrast, we have a 
Parking Authority so outrageous that their antics led 
to a successful A&E show. The glee and merriment 
associated with tickets and tows in Philadelphia leads 

to only one conclusion—that the Parking Authority’s 
goal is revenue, not parking regulation. Revenue is 
generated by tickets, towing fees and handing out a taxi 
license to anyone with a pulse and barely operational 
vehicle. A real effort to ensure safe, clean taxis would 
require more employees on the street and detailed 
regulations, options that I believe are beyond the 
capability of our Parking Authority.

Short of embracing New York’s taxi regulations, my 
only suggestion to my fellow Philadelphia residents is 
the next time you are in a cab, have exact change, look 
where you sit, and brace for bumps…that’s the only 
way to ensure a pleasant ride.

Is a clean, safe taxi too much to ask for?
By Jared Klein

KLEIN'S KORNER

Taxis are an option to public transportation, but a ride in one may be frustrating.
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One block from Rittenhouse Square amid 
colorful and welcoming storefronts on 
20th Street between Spruce and Locust, a 
cornucopia of restaurants and food markets 
offer indoor and outdoor dining: take-
out, delivery and catering; cocktails and 
BYOB; gourmet and ethnic; prepared or 
cook-it-yourself; breakfast, brunch, lunch, 
happy hour and dinner; meat, fish, fowl and 
vegetarian; and cooking classes. 

So what’s new on 20th Street? Spread Bagelry, 
offering Montreal-style bagels and a variety of 
spreads, opened after much anticipation and 
immediately generated long lines of people 
anxious to get a taste. What’s different about 
these bagels? They’re made from low-sodium 
dough, malt is added and they’re boiled in 
honey water before baking in a wood-fired 
brick oven, resulting in a sweeter, smokier 
taste. The owners are Larry Rosenbush, a 
Center City resident, and Mark Cosgrove.

Restauranteur Audrey Taichman recently 
opened Cook, a novel and stylish corner 
classroom-kitchen. Evening cooking classes 
and demonstrations by chefs and other  
food experts plus cookbooks, kitchenware 
and pantry foods are offered. Visit  
www.audreyclairecook.com for information 
about events at Cook. Audrey’s trifecta 
includes two other winners: her first 
entry, aptly-named Audrey Claire, is a 
Mediterranean BYOB, with a charmingly 
simple décor,  a cozy, intimate ambiance and, 
in good weather, open windows. Twenty 
Manning Grill, a restaurant that Audrey 
opened with Executive Chef Kiong Banh 
advertises fish, fowl, beef and pork featuring 
“globally inspired but locally sourced” food 
and a trendy bar. This restaurant celebrated its 
10th anniversary by relaunching itself last year 
and was listed in Philadelphia Style’s 2010 
Best New Restaurants. 

Just north of Locust, you will find owner-chef 
Steven Vassalluzzo’s recently renovated gem 
Caffe Casta Diva, an intimate Italian BYOB, 
with a menu of perfected dishes - cash only. 
Yogorino is on the corner and features all-
natural Italian-style yogurt and a variety of 
toppings. It is a popular neighborhood spot, 
especially in spring and summer.

One of the oldest restaurants on the block is 
Seafood Unlimited. It was renovated in 2000, 
and the tile backsplash behind the bar is a 
stunning Isaiah Zagar mosaic. This restaurant 

receives fresh fish and lobster and other 
shellfish six days a week, and it is available 
for purchase to cook at home or served 
grilled, broiled or pan-seared. Starting in late 
April, soft-shell crabs are a big attraction. The 
owners, David and Judy Einhorn, are Center 
City residents, and David has been a reader at 
the annual Bloomsday event at the Rosenbach 
Museum held every June 16th.

Two relatively new food markets, Maxx’s 
and Food & Friends, offer really fresh 
produce, a variety of gourmet packaged 
foods and friendly staff. Maxx’s is owned and 
operated by Kim and Jim, long-time Center 
City residents. Food & Friends, open until 
midnight, is highly rated for its selection of 
beers and has a few tables for eating in.

An older establishment still cooking is family-
owned and operated D’Angelo’s Ristorante 
Italiano and Lounge, which offers fine dining 
indoors and outdoors. For quick and casual 
meals, The Spot, a pizzeria, and Szechuan 
Hunan, offering Chinese, Thai and Vietnamese 
food, are also options. Even the 7-Eleven has 
an interesting selection of vegetarian/vegan 
sandwiches, dumplings, noodles and other 
fresh wrapped meal options. 

What to do between meals? Salons, shopping, 
people-watching, strolling in Rittenhouse 
Square! Ozzie Perez, a hair stylist, has 
completely renovated the old General Store. 
You wouldn’t recognize it now. Ozzie plans a 
facelift for his shop in the spring and will add 
a complete line of hair accessories, styling 
tools and products and free consultations by 
appointment. New personal grooming shops 
are Rittenhouse Manicure & Waxing and The 
Make-up Bar.  

 

Two contrasting shops are Hello World, 
which offers a continually changing selection 
of trendy home and wearable accessories 
and children’s items, and Arcadia Boutique, 
an “eco-fashion boutique,” which features 
clothing and accessories with a vintage 
look. Farther south at Panama Street is 
studio:christensen, a combination retail 
furniture showroom, art gallery and design 
office, showcasing modern designs by the 
owner, interior architect Jt Christensen. If 
you are in the mood for exercise, a few steps 
away on Rittenhouse Street you will find 
the Rittenhouse Square Fitness Club, which 
offers zumba, spinning, yoga, Pilates and 
massage. As an added bonus on Saturdays 
you can often watch wedding parties come 
and go at Saint Patrick’s Church.

Taste and Style: Plenty on Twenty 
By Bonnie Eisenfeld

Audrey Taichman recently opened Cook, at 253 South 20th Street, a 
collaborative kitchen-classroom. It is her third culinary enterprise on 
20th Street.
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Second Friday openings at studio:christensen, 333 South 20th Street, are lively events. 
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PREFERRED

Your Neighbors
YOUR REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

T h e  C u r t i s  C e n t e r
1 7 0  W.  I n d e p e n d e n c e  M a l l
S u i t e  L - 4 4
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  PA  1 9 1 0 6

O f f i c e :  2 1 5 . 5 4 6 . 2 7 0 0  x 1 0 7 9
D i r e c t :  2 6 7 . 2 3 8 . 1 0 5 9
C e l l :  2 1 5 . 8 4 0 . 0 0 4 9

k f e d e r i c o @ c b p r e f . c o m
k a t e f @ c b p r e f . c o m

River to River • Townhouse • Condo 
Co-op • New Construction

Re a l t o r
®

”Your
Perfect 

Partner”

Kate Federico
Kathleen Federico
”Perfect Partners”

From Contract 
to Closing. . .

List with Kate &
Kathleen

1401 Walnut  S t ree t 
8th  F loor
Ph i l ade lph ia ,  PA 19102

Since 1845, Friends’ Central School has been shaping the 
next generation of leaders by combining academic 

excellence with kindness, creativity, and generosity of 
spirit. Visit our campuses to see Quaker Works in action.

  Lower School  .  228 Old Gulph Rd.              Wynnewood, PA     
  Middle/Upper School  .  1101 City Ave.          www.friendscentral.org

You are 
never far from 
FRIENDS’

happy hour
mon.– fri. 5pm—7pm  |  sunday 9pm—11pm 

220 South 17th St.  |  (215) 790-1799 

tavern17restaurant.com

50% off Draft beer • wine SpecialS • $5 appetizerS

Walnut  &  21st  Streets  ●  www.fpcphila.org  ●  215-‐‑567-‐‑0532

HOLY  WEEK  SERVICES
PALM  SUNDAY,  APRIL  1

10:15  a.m.    Ecumenical  Service,  RiEenhouse  Square
11:00  a.m.    Choral  Service
MAUNDY  THURSDAY,  APRIL  5
7:30  p.m.    Communion
GOOD  FRIDAY,  APRIL  6

12:00  noon  -‐‑  3:00  p.m.    The  Seven  Last  Words
EASTER  SUNDAY,  APRIL  8

7:00  a.m.    Easter  Vigil  (breakfast  following)
11:00  a.m.    Communion  Service
with  choir,  brass  and  percussion

Concerts@First
JESU,  JOY  OF  MAN’S  DESIRING

First  Church  Chancel  Choir  and  Players
April  29,  7:00  p.m.,  $10

INFINITE  POTENTIAL
Julian  Toha,  Piano

May  13,  7:00  p.m.,  Free
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A new, groundbreaking organization, Friends 
in the City, or FitC, a membership based 
“community without walls,” is open to all 
who wish to enrich their urban experience. 
FitC is part of Friends Center City (FCC), 
a nonprofit Quaker-based organization 
that also manages FCC Riverfront, a 
residential community at 22 South Front 
Street. Unlike many residential community-
programming efforts, FCC decided to 
take a groundbreaking step and open its 
membership to adults beyond the walls of 
Riverfront so all could enjoy its benefits.

In addition to a book club, play reading 
group and walking group, FitC organizes a 
monthly dinner and Curtis concert as well as 
an intimate monthly luncheon with a civic 
leader at a private club. A group makes a 
monthly visit to various ethnic restaurants 
around the city and another explores the area 
parks. FitC also coordinates 

On a recent visit to the Albert M. Greenfield 
School at 22nd and Chestnut streets, I could 
not help but notice the large, multi-pieced 
wall sculpture hanging on the left wall of the 
lobby. I asked about this unusual work of 
art but was unable to obtain any information 
about it. Intrigued by the multicolored, 
multi-shaped sculpture, I contacted Martin 
Brown, the school’s first principal, for 
information. Elizabeth Greenfield, Albert M. 
Greenfield’s widow, Brown said, “was very 
active during the building of the school 
named for her husband. She was serving 
at that time as a member of the Board of 
Education and took a very keen interest 
during and after the school’s construction.” 
Mrs. Greenfield was responsible for 
selecting George Sugarman (1912–1999) to 
create the sculpture for the school’s lobby. 

“I remember attending a lovely evening at Mrs. 
Greenfield’s apartment at the Barclay where 
Mr. Sugarman, Evan Turner of the Museum of 
Art and others met and discussed the plans,” 
recalls Brown. The untitled aluminum wall 
sculpture was installed on Greenfield's lobby 
wall in 1972 under Sugarman's supervision. 

But who was George Sugarman? Roberta 
Smith’s obituary of Sugarman in the August 

31, 1999, edition of The New York Times 
described him as “a prolific American 
sculptor whose animated, meandering 
polychrome sculptures are among the 
most inventive if least appreciated 
three-dimensional artworks of the early 
1960’s…”  In Philadelphia portions of one 

of his “meandering” pieces that originally 
wrapped around the ground floor of Wills 
Eye Hospital are on the building’s Locust 
Street wall at Ninth Street. What may 
be the only other Sugarman sculpture in 
Philadelphia is located at the Albert M. 
Greenfield School. 

Greenfield School’s George Sugarman Sculpture  
By Fran Levi

The City—It Never Gets Old
By Dane Wells

Judy Wicks, a well known champion for sustainable eating and living, was a recent speaker at the monthly luncheon meeting of the Friends in the 
City held at the Cosmopolitan Club on Latimer Street.
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George Sugarman created the multi-colored, multi-shaped wall sculpture in the lobby of the Albert M. Greenfield School.

Continue on page 10
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cultural and education experiences but tends 
to focus on under-the-radar events. Some 
members also find interesting and engaging 
volunteer opportunities through FitC, which 
is not surprising given the organization’s 
Quaker roots.

According to Ted Reed, the President 
of FCC, “Friends in the City is the first 
organization of its kind in the United 
States.”  Apparently, adult residential 
communities have never before greatly 
expanded their portfolio of activities and 
invited adults of all ages to participate. “The 
advantage of this is that FitC is not just 
made up of an older age group,” says Reed. 

The organization thrives on its diversity. 
Some of its members may later join a 

participating residential community; others 
may live in what are called “naturally 
occurring residential communities” (NORC) 
and want to broaden their horizons. Should 
a FitC member later choose to join FCC 
Riverfront or a Center City NORC, they 
would have the advantage of already 
knowing many of their new neighbors.

Experts on aging agree that most people 
enter residential communities too late in life 
to get the full advantage of their benefits. 
FitC is a good way for adults to test the 
waters and see if this type of community fits 
their needs. By getting involved with FitC, 
one can get to know those who have already 
made the move to a residential community 
and be better able to decide if this option 
would be good for them. Unlike the many 

fine suburban options, FCC and FitC focus 
on those who live in the city and want to 
continue to enjoy urban life.

The philosophy of FCC and FitC is 
grounded in its Quaker roots: All people are 
inherently worthy, have different capacities 
and strengths and deserve to be treated with 
integrity. Furthermore, all religious and 
ethical traditions should be honored.

Membership in Friends in the City is  
just $25 per season or $50 for the year.  
For more information, go online to  
www.friendscentercity.org, email to 
info@friendscentercity.org or call 
267-639-5257. 

The City—It Never Gets Old cont.

Maybe you live in a house built by people 
who had the resources to flaunt where they 
lived. Or maybe your house is architect-
designed as are many of the properties on 
the major Rittenhouse area streets (such as 
Spruce or Delancey), where numerous 19th 
century “McMansions” can be found. But 
more likely your house is one of the hundreds 
of very ordinary and smaller vernacular 
row houses that make up the fabric of the 
Rittenhouse-Fitler neighborhood. 

The 2400 block of Naudain is a good 
example of an ordinary workingman’s block. 
Three story houses predominate, a majority 
of which are 14 to 15 feet in width or less. 
In 1980, Pennsylvania used grant funds to 
document historic resources in Philadelphia 
using photographs and brief written 
descriptions. The four houses from 2421 
through 2427 Naudain were surveyed as one 
row because they were built together about 
1840. Two of the houses (2421 and 2423) 
are twins and are only 900 square feet while 
the other two are slightly larger at 1,600 
square feet—both very small by today’s 
living standards. A comparison of these four 
houses in a current photograph to one from 
1968 illustrates the gentrification that’s taken 
place in the past 44 years. 

Philadelphia historical maps  
(www.philageohistory.org ) from the 1840s 
show this row of four houses 2421 through 
2427 as the first houses built on this block 

which was then called Nunduin Street. 
Later the name was changed to Naudain. 
Maps from 1840 to 1880 show that these 
blocks mixed housing with many types of 
commercial enterprises. A galvanizing factory 
and rubber works from 1840 remained for 
many years on the south side of the 2400 
block. As illustrated on the 1888 map, the 
blocks between Lombard and South and 
24th to 26th streets included a wagon works, 
lumber yard, chemical works and repair 
shop as well as a train depot and a market. 
Numerous coal and ice yards lined the banks 
of the Schuylkill River, and there was a large 
woolen mill a few blocks north on what 
today is Delancey Place. Presumably the 
people who lived in the neighborhood houses 
worked in these and other local industries as 
machinists, laborers and tradesmen. 

A review of property titles from the 1970s 
(www.phila.gov tax and revenue records) 
for this four-house row shows that two were 
owner-occupied and two were not. All the 
houses were owned by the same family 
until after 2000 when several were sold to 
the current residents. The house at 2425 
was one of several neighborhood properties 
of the same owner who may have been a 
landlord for a number of rental properties. 
Presumably these owners updated properties 
that had deteriorated during the 1930s and 
1940s and were less desirable after World 
War II, when returning veterans took 
advantage of government and other loan 

programs that made it easier for them to 
live in new suburban neighborhoods and 
homes. People are often quicker to point out 
deteriorated neighborhoods than they are to 
identify those that have been improved. The 
current picture of this block shows that it is 
a great place to live!

Mixed Uses on Old Naudain Street 
By Pip Campbell

These are houses on the north side of the 2400 block of Naudain 
Street as they appeared in 1968.
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The four houses today are a welcome change from how they 
looked 44 years ago.
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THE COMPUTER MAN 
Serving CCRA Members Since 2003 

In-Home/In-Office 
 

215-241-0383 
 
 

Consultation/Advice 

Installations 

Internet Connections 

Troubleshooting/Repairs 

System Tune-up/Speed-up 

System Security 

Automatic Data & File Backup 
 
 
 

ALAN LEVIN 
 

Your Neighborhood PC Expert 
 

 

Free Estimates 

Discounted Rates for CCRA Members 

References Available 

Argentinean Eatery & Catering 

2536 Pine street . Philadelphia   
267.519.2494 

Est. 2010 

Come over for Breakfast, homemade 
Muffins, Scones & Medialunas 

 Lunch Special $ 7.50 
Empanadas, Quiches & savory Soups 

Alfajores, PastaFrola & Apple cake  
freshly baked and just because Spring is here 

delicious Salads 
*Spring – Summer hours* 

Monday to Thursday - 7.00am to 8.00pm 
Friday to Sunday – 8.00am to 6.00pm  

Presents…

(our residential community)

To learn more about the life-expanding 
opportunities at this Quaker-affiliated community 
in Center City Philadelphia, join us for an open 
house

• Saturday, April 7 at 11 AM
• Thursday, April 19 at 2 PM
• Saturday, May 5 at 11 AM
• Thursday, May 17 at 2 PM
• Saturday, June 2 at 11 AM
• Tuesday, June 19 at 2 PM

And now…

(“FitC” our community without walls)

FitC is a membership-based community without 
walls.  We provide an age friendly gateway to 
the city and its resources for members of all 
backgrounds.  As a member you will enjoy 
unprecedented access to events and activities in 
downtown Philadelphia and you will share those 
experiences with a community of people who 
are as committed to the concept of urban 
engagement as you are.

Join us to Dine, Share, Read, Exercise, 
Volunteer, Act, Power lunch, Interact, 
Experience, Enjoy, Learn, Attend, Explore and 
Receive…

To register for an open house, to join Friends in the City or to find out more about Friends Center City,
Friends Center City Riverfront or Friends in the City:

• Call 267-639-5257
• Go online at: www.friendscentercity.org
• Email us at info@friendscentercity.org

Be sure to include your full name, address, phone number and email address when you contact us.



Page 12 March 2012



March 2012 Page 13

Judy Wicks wanted a rain barrel that complemented her brick row home, and Shift Space Design created a stainless steel locally crafted 
one that fit the bill.
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With the first buds appearing on trees, many 
Center City residents are planning their 
gardens, from window boxes to street trees, 
to patio containers to lush landscaped yards. 
Watering is the key to a healthy garden, 
although it is costly and challenging in 
an urban home, particularly on the street 
front. Rain barrels offer a way to collect 
rainwater. They can be located where there 
is no existing spigot, and they help our 
environment by reducing water sent to the 
storm system.

Judy Wicks, founder of the White Dog 
Café, recently purchased and renovated a 
row home overlooking Fitler Square. Wicks 
decided she wanted a rain barrel for the 
front of her house but realized there was 
nothing available that would complement 
her historic brick row home. She turned 
to Mario Gentile of Shift Space Design 
here in Philadelphia. The two developed 
a contemporary yet charming design that 
blends perfectly with the streetscape. 

The stainless steel, locally-crafted, rain 
barrel includes several innovations. The 
80-gallon barrel is very shallow and extends 
vertically and incorporates a planter and a 
laser cut trellis on which plants grow and 
which softens its appearance. It is painted 
a copper brown to blend with the historic 
colors of the neighborhood. Like many row 
home owners, Wicks shares a downspout 
with a neighbor (hers is Vicky Lilley), so 
cooperation was key to the process.

Whether you are considering a beautiful 
custom barrel for the front of your home 
or a standard off the shelf model for the 
back, they are simple to install and easy to 
operate. Cut the downspout that collects 
rain from the roof and attach it to the barrel 
with a screen that keeps out debris. Attach 
the overflow pipe near the top of the barrel 
to the storm sewer. Connect the spigot on 
the front of the barrel to a hose for watering. 
Place the barrel on a raised base to allow for 
gravity flow and voila! You have free water 
for your garden.

The other important benefit of rain barrels 
is that they decrease storm water that 
flows to our aging storm system and local 
rivers. The Philadelphia Water Department 
(PWD) has been a leader in promoting the 
use of rain barrels by city residents. They 
have been working extensively with the 

Department of Licenses and Inspection 
and will advocate for residents if questions 
arise. The PWD has an excellent website 
(www.phillywatersheds.org/residents) with 
resources for home owners considering 
green design projects.

Jeanne Waldowski of PWD shares two 
rules for rain barrel use: Most important, 
make sure to empty your barrel after each 
rain so that it is ready to collect runoff 
during the next storm. Second, in winter, 
divert the rain barrel and connect the 

downspout so that water goes directly to 
the sewer to prevent freezing. 

PWD, along with the Energy Coordinating 
Agency, has a program to distribute free 
rain barrels and is anticipating holding 
workshops throughout the city in the 
coming months. They have distributed 
over 2,000 barrels to date, and this year 
they will be providing installation free of 
charge. CCRA will update members when 
workshops are scheduled and has offered to 
host a workshop for our neighborhood.

Rain Barrels for Row Homes 
By Jacqueline Bershad

Rain Barrel Installation Instructions 
for the 

Philadelphia Water Department’s Rain Barrel Implementation Project 
 
 
 
Rain Barrel Diagram 

The Philadelphia Water Department has promoted the use of rain barrels by residents and provides assistance in their use.
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Shop the best in architecture books, unique gi�s, and creative children’s toys!
1218 Arch Street and now at the corner of 7th and Sansom streets.
AIA Bookstore | 215.569.3188 | shop online: aiabookstore.com

      

The Philadelphia School is a progressive independent school serving children in preschool through 8th grade.

At The Philadelphia School, depth of understanding comes from 
exploring and discovering, from making mistakes and achieving 

success, and from testing opinions and generating ideas.  It is a place 
where students say, ÒHere I learned to be the best possible me.Ó

2501 Lombard Street
Philadelphia, PA  19146

215.545.5323
www.tpschool.org
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2120 Pine Street (R-10). Application is 
for the erection of first floor 79sf one story 
addition under existing 79sf second floor 
bay to a single family dwelling. Refusal:  
Rear yard minimum area 144sf required vs. 
139sf proposed. Rear yard minimum depth 
9’ required vs. 0’ proposed. Not Opposed.

2212 Locust Street (R-10). Application 
for the erection of a three panel sliding gate 
maximum height of 7’9” in rear of property 
line and one off street parking and existing 
four family dwelling previously approved 
in the same existing structure. Size and 
location as shown on the application. 
Refusal: Rear Yard Fence Wall/Gate: 6’0” 
allowable vs. 7’9” proposed.
Referral: The proposed use, off-street 
parking requires a certificate from the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment. Not Oppossed.

2135 Walnut Street NEC 22nd Street 
Space #101 (C-5). Application for the 
creation of an eat-in & take-out only 
restaurant with a minimum of (30) thirty 
seats (Space #101- sushi restaurant) 1st 
floor in the same building as a beauty shop 
(Space #102) 1st floor and floors 2-12 (38) 
dwelling units, no signs on this application. 
Refusal: Whereas this use, eat-in & take-
out restaurant is prohibited in this zoning 
district. Not Opposed with Provisos.

317 South 20th Street (R-15). Application 
for a dental office on the first floor in 
the same building with an existing two 
(2) family dwelling above. Refusal: The 
proposed use, dental office, is not permitted 
in this zoning district. Not Opposed.

2048 Locust Street (R-10). Application is 
for the legalization of the as built condition 
of an existing four (4) story structure, for 
proposed use as a five dwelling units. Size 
and location as shown on the application. 
Refusal: Rear Yard Area: 544sf required 
vs. 68.7sf proposed. Not Opposed.

2101 South Street (NWC 21st Street 
through to Rodman) (C-2). Application 
for a fitness center to include a juice bar 
(preparation and servicing of food for 
takeout) and retail sale of prepackaged food 
in Space #2 on the first floor and cellar in 
the same building with other commercial 
uses as previously approved and a 34 family 
dwelling. Referrals: The proposed use, 

fitness center, requires a certificate from the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment. The proposed 
use, preparation and serving of food for 
takeout requires a certificate from the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment. Not Opposed 
with Provisos.

1545 South Street (C-2). Application for 
the removal of a rear balcony railing and 
the erection of a 10’4” x 8’0” one story 
first floor rear addition with a roof top 
deck on top of the proposed addition same 
dimensions as part of an existing single 
family dwelling. Refusals: The proposed use 
is refused: The Zoning Board of Adjustment 
having previously grated this structure, any 
extension of said structure requires Zoning 
Board of Adjustment approval. Deck setback 
from property lines: 3’ required vs. 0’ 
proposed. Not Opposed. 

1737 South Street (through to Rodman 
Street) (R-10A – more than 20% of the 
Lot & C-2). 
Application is for a takeout restaurant. No 
Sale of alcoholic beverages for takeout, no 
dispensing window, no live entertainment 
on 1st floor front with one (1) bi-level 
apartment on 1st floor rear and 2nd floor rear, 
one (1) apartment on the 2nd floor front and 
one (1) apartment on the 3rd floor (total three 
(3) apartments) in an existing structure. 
Refusals: The proposed use, takeout 
restaurant, is not permitted in this zoning 
district. The proposed three (3) family 
dwelling is not permitted in this zoning 
district. Not Opposed with provisos.

1701-09 South Street (NWC. of South 
17th Street) (C-2). Application for the 
relocation of lot lines to create two lots from 
one existing lot (1701-09 South Street). Lot 
1 and lot 2: For the erection of an attached 
four story structure (maximum height not to 
exceed 42’) on each lot with rooftop deck 
and rear decks (balconies) at the 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th story levels (within 30’ of roof line, 
with guardrails 42’ high); for use as a retail 
convenience store (No items as defined in 
14.605) on the 1st floor and a four family 
dwelling above on each lot. Refusals: The 
proposed is refused for the following:  
Required: Minimum open area of the lot 
(lot 1) 20%, 318.2 S.F. of 1591 S.F. vs. 
Proposed: 0
Required: Minimum open area of the lot 
(lot 2) 25%, 397.8 S.F. of 1592 S.F. vs. 

Proposed: 0                                                                      
Required: Rear yard minimum depth 
(lots 1 & 2) 9’ Proposed: 0
Required: Rear yard minimum area 
(lots 1 & 2) 444 S.F. Proposed: 0                                                                  
Required: Maximum height of structure 
(lots 1 and 2) 35’ Proposed: 42’
Required: Maximum number of stories of 
structure (lots 1 and 2)  3 Proposed: 4
Required: Minimum number of off-street 
parking spaces (lots 1 and 2) 4 Proposed: 0
Opposed. 

10 Rittenhouse, 130 South 18th Street, Units 
RC3-5. Applicant requests Administrative 
Review to permit additional uses in Floors 
3-5 (maximum of 1use per floor) of the 
former Rittenhouse Club. Proposed uses 
include: residential (as previously approved) 
and flexibility for agreed-upon retail/
commercial and/or business/professional 
office uses. Not Opposed.

532 South 19th Street (R-10). Application 
for the erection of a fourth (4th) story 
addition to an existing structure maximum 
height of 32’-10”, erection of a roof deck, 
all accessory to an existing three (3) family 
dwelling. Refusal: Allowable Number of 
stories: 3 vs. 4 Proposed. Not Opposed. 
  
1824 Chestnut Street (C-5 Commercial 
District under special controls for 
the Center City Commercial Area). 
Application for a take-out restaurant 
(with seating) with the preparation and 
serving of food on disposable ware (no live 
entertainment or dancing) with all other 
uses as previously approved. Refusal: The 
proposed use, take-out restaurant with 
seating is a prohibited use in this special 
control area. Not Opposed with Provisos.

1813 Addison Street (R-10A). Application 
for the demolition of a 6’-4” x 16’- 0”  two 
story rear portion and the construction of an 
elevated 6’-4” x 16’-0” one story addition 
at the rear 2nd story level as part of a single 
family dwelling , w/accessory 6’ x 16’ (+/-
) roof deck atop addition roof w/access 
via doorway from existing 3rd floor level. 
Refusals: The proposed zoning is refused 
for the following:
Required: Rear yard: Min. area 144 sq. ft. 
Proposed: 80 sq. ft.
Required: Rear yard: Min. depth 9 ft. 
Proposed: 5 ft.

Zoning Committee Report
Pat Mattern and Brian Johnston, Co-Chairs
November and December 2011 and January 2012

Continue on page 17



Page 16 March 2012

FR
ES

H & LOCAL

EVERY DAY

1
2

T
H

 &
 A

RCH ~ MON–SAT 8–6 &

 S
U

N
 9

–5

 ~
 R

E
A

D
IN

G
TERMINALMARKET.ORG ~ 

21
5-

92
2
-2

3
1
7
 ~

at 12th & Filbert garage with $10 purchase and 
validation from any merchant. Limit 2 hours.

Park for $4

“The Market is a one-stop 
place to find anything you 

want — from local delicacies 
to international cuisine.”

 —juan ramirez, east kensington,  
market shopper since 2009

 
 

 

 

First Unitarian Church of Philadelphia
2125 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103
www.philauu.org

100% Guilt-Free
Guilt-free congregation. We believe in preserving the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. We promise not to shame 
you or guilt you into being someone you are not – you are 
welcome just as you are. Welcome home. NEVER EXPIRES.

100% Dogma-Free
Dogma-free congregation. We believe in accepting one another 
and encouraging a free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning. NEVER EXPIRES.

100% Damnation-Free
We promise not hell, but hope! We do not believe in a state of 
afterlife where the wicked are damned for eternity. We believe 
hell is what we make for one another on earth when we harm 
each other. Our goal is to build a world community with 
peace, liberty, and justice for all. Exclusions never apply. See 
church for details. NEVER EXPIRES.

✁
✁

✁

Church Shopping?
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Required: Open area: 192 sq. ft (30%)          
Proposed: 80 sq. ft. (13%)
Not Opposed.
     
262 South 16th Street (RC3). Application 
for a hair salon on the first floor in the 
same building with a vacant second floor. 
Refusal: The proposed use, hair salon, is 
not permitted in this zoning district.  
Not opposed.

252 – 54 South 16th Street (RC-3). 
Applicant requests Administrative Review to 
permit additional use to add a private dining 
room to its current operation (to be located 
in the basement of the existing premises). 
Not Opposed with Prior Provisos.

1718 Pine Street (R-10). Application for 
the legalization of the fourth floor rear deck 
and for the erection of first floor addition 
at side yard for use as an existing four (4) 
family dwelling, size and location as shown 
on application. Refusal: Open Area 30% 
(540sf) required vs. 16% (288sf) proposed. 
Not Opposed.
 
1940 Pine Street (C-1). Application is for 
the erection of one (1) D/F projecting sign, 
for the erection of one (1) flatwall logo 
sign and for the erection of two (2) flatwall 
awning signs accessory to retail sale of 
pre-packaged food and preparation and 
serving of food for take-out on first floor 
in the same building with one (1) family 
dwelling above. Re-presentation. 
Refusal: The proposed use, take out 

restaurant, is not permitted in this zoning 
district. Whereas only one sign shall be 
permitted, four (4) signs are being applied, 
are not permitted in this zoning district. 
Area of Sign: 20sf required vs. 53sf 
proposed. Not Opposed with Provisos.

1935 Chestnut Street (C-4). Application 
for a proposed eat-in only restaurant with 
seating for a minimum of 30 persons, all 
food served on a non-disposable ware, 
on the first floor, for the erection of two 
flat wall signs, in an existing structure 
with other previously approved uses. Size 
and location as shown on the application. 
Referral: The proposed use, “an eat-in 
restaurant” requires a certificate from the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment. Fast Track. 
Not Opposed with Proviso.

1619 Walnut Street (C-5). Application 
for the erection of a flat wall changeable 
message sign accessory to an existing real 
estate development office – on a portion of 
the third floor, advertising office – portion 
of third floor and fourth floor and real 
estate office on the fifth and sixth floor 
and to include a non-commercial sign 
message in the same building with existing 
retail sale of cosmetics/beauty supplies, 
beauty salon (manicure/nail salon) in the 
cellar and first and second floors, size 
and location as shown in the application. 
Refusal: The proposed use, changeable 
message sign and non-commercial message 
on sign are not permitted in this zoning 
district. Not Opposed with Provisos. 

2201 Chestnut Street – NWC 22nd 
Street (C-4). Application for the erection 
of a deck on the 10th floor for use of 
Apt. #901, Erection of a Roof Deck on 
the 10th floor for Apt. #903 all in an 
existing structure with thirty nine (39) 
previously approved dwelling units and 
other previously approved uses. (Size and 
location as shown on the application). 
Refusals: The proposed use, “deck in side 
yard at 10th story level” is not permitted 
in the zoning district. FAR: 34,650 (500%) 
Allowable vs. 54,494 (786%) Proposed. 
Not Opposed.

1739 South Street (C-2). Application is 
for preparation and serving of hot food 
for take-out as part of an existing take-out 
restaurant with seating (cold food only) 
per proviso no frying, baking, grilling or 
any other cooking method which requires 
mechanical ventilation, no sale or use 
of alcoholic beverages, no dispensing 
window), no live entertainment/music, 
in basement and first floor with existing 
retail sale of gift items (same tenant) and 
existing one (1) family dwelling above 
in an existing structure. Refusal: The 
proposed use, take-out of hot food, is not 
permitted in this zoning district and this 
has been previously reviewed by Zoning 
Board of Adjustment (ZBA) and any 
changes in use requires additional ZBA 
approval. Not Opposed with Provisos. 

Zoning Committee Report cont.

Wanted: Board Member Nominations

The Nominating Committee of the CCRA board is seeking nominations to fill a number of Board seats for the Association’s 
fiscal year beginning on July 1, 2012. New Board members generally serve a term of three years.

The Board is a working Board.  We are seeking energetic individuals who have a passion for living in our residential district; are 
interested in issues of quality of life and community service; and are committed to active participation on the Board, including 
actively serving on at least one committee (e.g., Membership, Fund Raising, Newsletter, Zoning, Finance, Streets, Long-Range 
Planning, Historic Preservation). Consistent with the foregoing, all candidates must pledge to devote a minimum of four hours 

per month on CCRA activities, not including time spent attending, and preparing for, monthly Board meetings.

While CCRA membership is open to any individual, corporation, or organization, Board members are restricted by CCRA 
By-Laws to resident members living within our geographic borders (i.e. the area bound by the south side of JFK Boulevard 

to the north side of South Street, and the west side of Broad Street to the Schuylkill River). Members are encouraged to 
forward a resume or summary of qualifications by March 15 of any individual who is interested in serving to the Nominating 
Committee Chair, Center City Residents’ Association, 1600 Market Street, Suite 2500, Philadelphia, PA  19103 or by email: 

centercity@centercityresidents.org, with the title Board Candidate in the subject line.
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On Saturdays at the Rittenhouse Farmers’ 
Market, Center City shoppers can find 
local produce, fresh baked goods, fish, 
chocolate, hummus, jam, soap, apple cider, 
cheese, herbs, honey, candles, flowers, 
plants — and a taste of Bordeaux brought 
by local baker Gil Ortale. Ortale’s main 
offering is his canelé (pronounced “cahn-
eh-LAY”), a tiny grooved cake formed in 
a fluted mold, encasing a smooth, sweet 
vanilla and rum custard interior and 
covered by a thin caramelized sugar shell. 

Canelé originated about 300 years ago. 
Two stories, neither documented, explain 
how they came about. In one story, the 
nuns in a convent in Bordeaux prepared 
cakes from donated eggs from local 
winemakers. In the other, the residents of 
Bordeaux obtained spilled flour from the 
loading docks and used it make sweets 
for poor children. Over time, these cakes 
faded from popularity but were revived in 
France in the 1980s but with variations. 
Bakers of Bordeaux formed a brotherhood 
to protect the integrity of the canelé and its 
secret recipe. Today canelé de Bordeaux is 
the official cake of the city, while cannelés 
bordelais is a generic name used elsewhere 
with variations such as chocolate and 
orange. The original recipe has been locked 
in a vault by one of the Bordeaux bakers, 
and all 88 of its members have been sworn 
to secrecy. 

Market Day canelé are made in 
Philadelphia by Ortale and his team of 
bakers using fresh ingredients, including 
milk, eggs, sugar, flour, rum, butter, 
Tahitian vanilla and orange zest. The 
cakes are baked in molds brushed with 
beeswax to crisp the shell and allow the 
canelé to slip out when done. Recipes for 
the confection can be found online but 
are difficult to make. According to Ortale, 
“I spent two years perfecting the process 
before I started selling them.” Ortale has 
added other products to his repertoire, 
including a variety of French tarts, 
different ones each week. 

Prior to becoming an independent baker, 
Ortale managed food service operations 
at CIGNA and Jefferson University 
and learned culinary techniques at Frog 
Commissary. He discovered canelé in 
2008 and taught himself how to make 
them. He sells about 2,000 every week at 

farmers’ markets and specialty retailers in 
the Philadelphia region, making him one

of the top sellers and authorities on canelé 
in the country. 

Local Baker Brings Bordeaux Taste Treat to Center City 
By Bonnie Eisenfeld

Gil Orale, baker, makes canelé  and sells them at the farmer's market on Rittenhouse Square every Saturday.
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Samples of canelé , a French dessert, are offered at Rittenhouse Square farmer's market on Saturdays.
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The Eisenhower Fellowships (EF) have 
returned to their birthplace after  brief 
sojourns in Boston and New York. First 
housed in a townhouse at 256 South 
16th Street donated by principal founder 
Thomas B. McCabe, they moved recently 
to a larger, more gracious home at 250 
South 16th Street. Some of you may have 
had the pleasure of seeing the building on 
last year’s CCRA Tour.

The Fellowships began October 13, 1953, 
on the eve of Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 
birthday. The birthday party committee had 
long pondered an appropriate gift. When 
their first suggestion, a group of period 
furniture for the Eisenhowers’ 18th century 
farmhouse at Gettysburg, was discouraged 
by the President’s brother—“no personal 
possessions, please” —the organizers 
found an infinitely meaningful alternative. 
 
Mindful of Eisenhower’s long-term interest 
in promoting international understanding, 
they conceived of an international 
exchange program. The President was 
presented with a scroll bearing the charter 
of the Eisenhower Exchange Fellowships 
(now simply the Eisenhower Fellowships), 
which in later years he said was “possibly 
the most splendid birthday present I have 
ever received.”

The organizing committee defined the 
mission of the Eisenhower Fellowships as 
“engaging emerging leaders from around 
the world to enhance their professional 
capabilities, broaden their contacts, deepen 

their perspectives, and unite them in a 
diverse global community – a network 
where dialogue, understanding and 
collaboration lead to a more prosperous, 
just and peaceful world.”

Candidates must demonstrate potential 
for advanced leadership and social impact 
and integrity, energy and the motivation to 
make a difference among other qualities. 
The preferred age range is 32 to 45. 
Nominees are required to propose areas of 
inquiry and geographical areas they wish 
to explore and are subjected to a rigorous 
interview process. 

The original Fellowships provided for 
nearly a year’s stay, with expenses paid 
and a stipend to include spouses but not 
children. It became clear, however, that 
prospective Fellows of the required caliber 
often could not be spared for that long 
from their professional responsibilities. 
The US “tour” has therefore been reduced 
to approximately two months and the 
foreign program for US Fellows to four to 
five weeks. Each year there are 45 to 50 
Fellows from approximately 50 countries. 
These Fellows represent a broad range of 
professions in a given region, often one at 
an economic or political crossroad, such 
as Poland and the Czech Republic in the 
early 1990s. Under the USA Program EF 
sends 10 to 15 Americans abroad. The 
Fellowships also maintain a close and 
articulate Alumni Network, currently 
comprising 1,700 living Fellows.

Who funds all this? With the exception of 
modest interest from a federal grant trust 
fund, the Fellowships are funded from 
corporate or private sources, including the 
alumni themselves.

How successful has the program been? 
Let’s take a look at some representative 
alumni from the Single Nation and Multi-
Nation programs: 
 
•  Judith Karp, Israel, 1985,  

Former Deputy Attorney General
•  Karim Kawar, Jordan, 2000, Former  

Ambassador to Mexico and to the US
•  Nivard Cabraal, Sri Lanka, 2000, 

Governor, Central Bank of Sri Lanka
 
From the United States Program, including 
three local names: 

•  Jane Golden, Executive Director,  
Mural Arts Program, Philadelphia

•  Gail Harrity, President and COO, 
Philadelphia Museum of Art

•  Sr. Mary Scullion, Co-founder  
and Executive Director,  
Project H.O.M.E., Philadelphia

EF President John S. Wolf, Philadelphia born 
and raised, notes: “Philadelphia is the ideal 
home for Eisenhower Fellowships. As the 
birthplace of independence and where the US 
constitution was written, the city provides 
the ideal venue for Fellows to understand the 
nature of the US system and give some insight 
into how and why our system functions as it 
does, providing a pivotal experience …”

In May 2007 Trustee Nathan Hayward III (left) and Vice Chairman James W. Hovey (right) presented Eisenhower Fellowships (EF) Chairman General 
Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret) with a plaque containing a copy of the key to EF House, “A key that opens the worldwide network of alumni Fellows.”

Eisenhower Fellowships - Fostering World Leadership
By Nancy Ambler

A prominent trustee purchased the furnishings in the board room of 
the Eisenhower Fellowships located at 250 South 16th Street.
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School Daze, Choosing the Right School 
for your Center City Child
Wednesday, April 18, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Ethical Society

Join us as a panel discusses what to look for 
in an elementary school, how to determine 
what a “good fit” is, wading through the 
admission process and doing it all without 
stressing out too much.  The panelists include 
Martha Benoff,PhD., licensed psychologist 
and certified school psychologist, Miriam 
Hill, an Inquirer reporter who blogs on 
this topic and Luise Muskowitz, outreach 
coordinator for Greenfield School.  Program 
Sponsors are Penn Medicine and CCRA.  
Cost free for CCRA members; $5 for non 
CCRA families. Reduced membership fee 
for families who join this evening

This event will be followed by a School 
Fair in Fall 2012 which will offer parents 
an opportunity to gather information about 
and meet with Center City public, private, 
charter and parochial schools.

Rittenhouse Flower Market – CCRA 
Herb Booth
Thursday and Friday, May 10–11, CCRA 
representatives will be selling herbs seasoned 
with our irrepressible enthusiasm for CCRA.

CCRA Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, May 16.  Location and speaker 
to be confirmed.
It’ll be hard to top Governor Rendell at the 
2011 Annual Meeting, but we’re working 
on it!  In addition to our speaker, we’ll be 
handing out our Bobbye Burke Historic 
Preservation Award and Lenora Berson 
Community Services Award.  Come for the 
discussion and reception.

Other events in the works include a 
gala linking art and refreshments, more 
Community Commons discussions, a 
walking tour for new and prospective 
residents and community garden get-
togethers.  Watch the CCRA weekly e-letter 
for details as they become available.  
Everything we do is volunteer led so your 

help is needed. Please contact the office to 
volunteer on the events committee.  

You may wonder how we come up with 
such a diverse slate of activities.  The events 
committee uses CCRA’s abbreviated mission 
statement, to “preserve, enhance and celebrate 
urban living” to help us decide which of 
the myriad worthy events and activities to 
undertake. Over the years, preservation of 
Center City’s quality of life has been perhaps 
the most obvious focus.  Volunteers have 
spent countless hours serving on our zoning, 
liquor and streets committees, advocating on 
behalf of residents with the city.  Recently, 
we have developed a series of informative 
events, designed to enhance life in Center 
City through promoting progressive policy 
discussions of interest.  These events are 
organized under the Community Commons 
moniker and have included redistricting 
and voting rights.  And CCRA celebrates 
Center City by “showing off” the best we 
have to offer through the House Tour and the 
Celebration of Center City Living gala.  

Something for Everyone Thanks to CCRA’s Events Committee 
By Maggie Mund, Chair, Events Committee

Philadelphia City Institute (PCI) 
1905 Locust Street, 215-685-6621

National Library Week
Sunday, April 8 to Saturday, April 14.
To learn about special events at PCI visit  
www.freelibrary.org; Find a Location; enter 
your zip code and you will see Philadelphia 
City Institute. Click to see events at the branch.

Family Yoga Fun 
Children age four and older and their 
caregivers explore the ancient art of Yoga 
with certified instructor, Emma Burkhart. 
Please wear loose comfortable clothing and 
bring a yoga mat or large towel.
Saturday, March 17, Saturday, April 14, and 
Saturday, May 26, 11:00 a.m.

Children’s Story Time Programs Baby 
Lap Sit Story Time is designed for babies 
aged six to 23 months and their caregivers 
to share and enjoy stories, songs and rhyme 
with Ms. Karen. Babies can be registered for 
their very first library card. Caregivers may 
preview new books and DVDs.
Tuesday, April 3, 10, 17, 24 and June 5, 12, 
19, 26, 10:15 a.m.

Toddler Story Time is designed for children 
aged 24 month to 48 months and their 
caregivers to participate in rhymes, stories 
and songs. Preview new books and DVDs 
and register your toddler for his or her very 
first library card.
Thursday, April 5, 12, 19, 26 and June 7, 14, 
21, 28, 10:15 a.m.

Pajama Story Time where children aged 
two and a half to seven years wearing their 
pajamas and accompanied by their favorite 
stuffed animal and their caregivers enjoy 
stories, surprises and tasty cookies and milk. 
Children should bring their library card to 
enter the raffle.
Wednesdays, March 28, April 25,  
May 30, 6:45 p.m.

LEAP (Literacy Enrichment  
Afterschool Program)
This free drop-in after school program 
provides homework help and computer 
assistance for elementary through high 
school students and daily literacy enrichment 
activities for early elementary students.
Monday and Wednesday, 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

For more information on all children’s 
programs call Ms. Karen at 215-685-6621 or 
215-685-6623.

Great Conversation at Your Great  
PCI Library
Great Conversations, a program of the Great 
Books Foundation, meets at Philadelphia 
City Institute Library. Philip Lindy leads the 
conversations about readings from Great 
Conversations. Everyone is invited to join 
the group and is welcome to observe a 
session first. 

Thursday, March 15, 2:30 p.m., Jorge Luis 
Borges, The Garden of Forking Paths
Thursday, April 19, 2:30 p.m., Simone de 
Beauvoir, Introduction to The Second Sex
Thursday, May 17, 2:30 p.m., Grace Paley, 
An Interest in Life

CCRA Neighborhood Spring Events
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Trinity Memorial Church
2200 Spruce Street
215-732-2515

What’s So Funny? Concerts for Kids and 
Their Grown-up Friends
Saturday, March 10, 1:30 p.m. 
Followed by an ice-cream social and 
opportunity to talk with the performers.

Al Bustan Concert
Sunday, March 25, 4:00 p.m. 

Dolce Suono Concert
Friday, April 13, 7:30 p.m.

The Mystery of Sound: Concerts for Kids 
and Their Grown-up Friends
Saturday, April 21, 1:30 p.m.  
Followed by an ice-cream social and 
opportunity to talk with the performers.

Nature in Music: Concerts for Kids and 
Their Grown-up Friends
Saturday, May 19, 1:30 p.m. 
Followed by an ice-cream social and 
opportunity to talk with the performers.

Dolce Suono Concert
Sunday, June 3, 3:00 p.m.

Trinity Memorial Church Annual  
Jumble Sale
Saturday, April 28, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Preview Sale 
Friday, April 27, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Items for the sale may be dropped off at the 
church Monday, April 23 to Thursday, April 
26, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Please call the office to confirm times. 
215-732-2515

Pennsylvania Guild Fine Craft Fair
Rittenhouse Square
Friday and Saturday, May 19 and 11,  
11:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.,  
Sunday, May 13, 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
 
Rittenhouse Square Flower Market for 
Children’s Charities
Thursday and Friday, Mary 10 and 11 
(Please note change in days.), 9:00 a.m. – 
6:00 p.m.

Curtis Institute of Music
Field Concert Hall
1726 Locust Street

Meredith Arwady and Mikael Eliasen
Alumni Recital Series
Sunday, April 29, 3:00 p.m.

Student Recitals
Most Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
evenings during the school year.
Student graduation recitals in April.
Call the Student Recital Hotline at 215-893-
5261 for program information.

Church of the Holy Trinity
1904 Walnut Street

Brown Bag Concerts 
Wednesday, March 14, April 11 and May 2, 
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Schuylkill Banks
Schuylkill Mile Time Trial (SMTT) Run 
Sunday, April 1, beginning 7:00 a.m. 
For information visit  
www.runninginphiladelphia.com/
miletrial.html 

Art in the Open 
Friday, May 18 to Sunday, May 20
Artists will be on Schuylkill Banks creating 
art and interacting with the public from 
morning to the early evening hours during 
this annual outdoor art festival. Final list 
of Art in the Open events will be posted on 
www.artintheopenphila.org.

For updated information about  
upcoming events on Schuylkill Banks 
visit www.schuylkillbanks.org 

CCRA Events
School Daze, Choosing the Right School 
for your Center City Child
Ethical Society
1906 South Rittenhouse Square
Wednesday, April 18, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

CCRA Herb Booth at the Rittenhouse 
Flower Market 
Thursday and Friday, May 10–11

CCRA Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, May 16. 
Location and speaker to be confirmed.

Fitler Square
2012 Fitler Square Spring Fair
Friday and Saturday, May 11 and 12.

Fitler Square Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 1, 3:00 p.m.   
(Rain Date Saturday, April 7, 10:00 a.m.)

Rosenbach Museum and Library
2008-2010 Delancey Place
215-732-1600
www.rosenbach.org

Sendak in Spring
Held for a weekend each spring, this family 
oriented festival celebrates imagination and 
creativity through a variety of interactive 
activities. Make a 3D book, stomp your feet 
at our musical story telling sessions or check 
out the Wild Things Whirligig, a dynamic 
children’s opera. All festival activities are 
included with general admission. More 
information is at rosenbach.org.
Saturday and Sunday, March 24 and 25, 
Noon–4:00 p.m.

The Stories of Two Titanic Passengers
This collaborative program between the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP) 
and the Rosenbach will feature readings 
of material from both collections that tell 
the story of two Philadelphian men on the 
Titanic’s voyage: R. Norris Williams II  
and Harry Elkins Widener. Both men—in 
very different ways—had a tremendous 
impact on the field of rare books and 
manuscripts. Included in general admission. 
Free for Rosenbach and HSP members. 
RSVP to rsvp@rosenbach.org or  
(215) 732-1600 ext. 123.
Sunday, April 15, 2:00 p.m.
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STRENGTH TRAINING
CARDIO YOGA

HEALTHY EATING
WEIGHT LOSS

RITTENHOUSE AREA

Eric S. Cantor, D.D.S.

1903 Pine Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103

215.546.8195
www.PineStreetDentistry.com

Pine Street Dentistry

CCRA PAST PRESIDENT
RECENTLY SOLD: 

2330 Pine 
304 Cypress

1919 Chestnut 
336 S 24th 

2232 St Albans 
210 Queen 

1702 Catharine 
1600 Arch/The Phoenix

507 S 26th
1632 Bainbridge 

506 Pine 
815 S 7th

414 Watkins 
925 S 2nd

2202 Lombard 
709 S 18th
2609 Aspen 

2108 Catharine 
502 S 25th 

2220 Lombard
716 S 21st

2420 Grays Ferry/
Naval Square

Pam Rosser Thistle, REALTOR®

Cell/text: 215-432-7790 
Office: 215-247-3750 x236
14 W. Evergreen Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19118
Cell/text: 215-432-7790
Office: 215-247-3750 x236
pam.thistle@prufoxroach.com

PruFox.Thistle.CCCRA.3.75x5_Layout 1  11/11/11  2:43 PM  Page 1

2012 Holiday Collection Schedule
ALL HOLIDAYS: Trash and recycling collection will 

be one day behind schedule for the remainder of the week.

HOLIDAY	 OBSERVED	 COLLECTION	

New Years Day Sunday, 1/1  Tuesday, 1/3 

Dr. Martin Luther  
King Jr. Day Monday, 1/16  Tuesday, 1/17 

President’s Day  Monday, 2/20  Tuesday, 2/21 

Good Friday Friday, 4/6  Saturday, 4/7 

Memorial Day Monday, 5/28  Tuesday, 5/29 

Independence Day -  
Legal Holiday Wednesday, 7/4  Thursday, 7/5

Labor Day Monday, 9/3  Tuesday, 9/4 

Columbus Day Monday, 10/8  Tuesday, 10/9 

Veterans Day Monday, 11/12  Tuesday, 11/13 

Thanksgiving Day Thursday, 11/22  Friday, 11/23 

Christmas Day Tuesday, 12/25  Wednesday, 12/26
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Toll Brothers has been planning for the 
development of 2400 South Street since 
2005. Their original plans called for reusing 
the existing concrete garage structure for 
parking, adding condominiums above the 
garage and filling in the remainder of the 
block with a mix of single-family and two-
family townhomes. Since the existing zoning 
is L-4, which does not allow for residential 
uses, Toll worked with the immediate 
neighbors, South of South Neighborhood 
Association (SOSNA) and CCRA to 
obtain approval from the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment (ZBA) for several zoning 
variances required to develop this parcel. 
Approval was obtained in 2006 after which 
market conditions changed. This led Toll to 
put the project on hold until completion of 
the Naval Square development. 

Early in 2011, Toll reconsidered the 
project and began a series of neighborhood 
meetings to present a revised design. 
Major changes to the design included the 
demolition of the existing garage (which 
they felt required too many structural 
repairs to reuse), the addition of a five story 
condominium building and reconfiguration 
of the remainder of the block with larger, 
four-story, two-family townhomes. 

The South x Schuylkill Committee (SxS) 
became involved with the project as it 

represents a significant development 
opportunity on a prominent site. The 
committee is committed to finding common 
ground among neighbors, landowners and 
developers in the area south and east of the 
South Street Bridge. 

Toll Brothers had a difficult task gaining 
neighborhood approval for this project due 
in part to the range of opinions that different 
neighborhood groups had regarding the 
project. Many of the concessions that Toll 
incorporated into the 2006 version of the 
project were responses to concerns of those 
whose property is within close proximity to 
2400 South Street. These concerns included 
the quantity of off-street parking provided, 
setbacks from the backyards of the existing 
homes to the west on Bambrey Street and 
opposition to retail from the neighbors on 
the north side of the 2400 block of South 
Street. Having gained non-opposition from 
the majority of these neighbors in 2006, Toll 
approached the 2011 version of the project 
with similar concessions. 

Initial meetings with the abutting neighbors 
gained general support for the project as 
designed. At a May 2011 presentation to 
the SOSNA Zoning Committee, however, 
Toll Brothers heard reservations about the 
project, including that the project would 
be gated, the lack of “eyes on the street,” 

along Bainbridge Street, gaps in the street 
front along South Street and the lack of 
any commercial space. The entire ground 
floor of the condominium building along 
24th Street was to be parking. CCRA 
joined SOSNA in opposing the request for 
variances at the ZBA.

Toll reworked the design throughout the 
fall of 2011 and continued to meet with 
the neighborhood to resolve differences. 
Providing retail was an issue throughout 
negotiation. The original plans provided 
no retail space. The immediate neighbors 
supported this position, but SOSNA, 
CCRA, South Street West Business 
Association (SSWBA) and SxS lobbied for 
retail to be included in the project. The final 
compromise includes 2,000 square feet of 
retail at the corner of 24th and Bainbridge 
streets and some small semi-public spaces 
along 24th Street. 

Throughout the many twists and turns 
of this process the South x Schuylkill 
Committee remained committed to 
promoting the overall goals of the 
neighborhood. We are pleased with the 
outcome of the process and anticipate that 
the project will have a positive impact on 
our neighborhood.

Revisions to 2400 South Street Development–A Winner for the Neighborhood! 
By Michael Schade
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Toll Brothers decided to demolish the vacant concrete garage at 2400 South Street because too many structural repairs were 
required for it to be reused. 

Top right  drawing: Toll Brothers presented these plans in 
May to the community and were opposed.  
 
Lower right drawing: A revised plan included retail space 
and small semi-public space on 24th Street and received 
neighborhood approval.
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statefarm.com®

Find your way to savings.

Save an average of
Stop here for great rates with 
America’s #1 car insurance company**.
Give me a call today.

1005000
**Based on A.M. Best written premium.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington,  IL

Daniel J O'Mara Ins Agcy Inc
Daniel J O'Mara, Agent
2644 E Tioga Street
Philadelphia, PA 19134
Bus: 215-425-6161  Fax: 215-425-9677

$489*

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2009 survey of new policyholders who
reported savings by switching to State Farm.

Do you have questions?
Here’s a church home for you…

Welcoming
Loving
Seeking
Learning
Curious
Celebrating
Accepting

Wherever you are on your spiritual path, 
you can find a place here. We worship 
with joyous music and intelligent minds.

Trinity Memorial Episcopal Church
22nd & Spruce, Philadelphia, PA 19103

215-732-2515 • trinityphiladelphia.org

One reason some churches have all the 
 answers is that they don’t allow any 

 questions.

 

Lora Hemphill 
Associate Broker 
 
(215) 732-2073 
 
lorahemphill.com 
 
lorahemphill@comcast.net 

“My service guarantee 
to you ” 

 
• Knowledge, Experience, Integrity 
• Quality Personalized Service 
• Marketing and Staging Expertise 
• Comparable Market Analysis 
• State-of-the-Art Technology 
• FREE Home Warranty 

 

Real Estate by 
LORA HEMPHILL, ABR, CNS 

                      Associate Broker 1818 Rittenhouse Sq 
Phila., PA 19103   

 

Thinking about Buying, Selling or Renting? 
Let Me Assist You with ALL of Your Real Estate Needs! 

 
Your Fitler/Rittenhouse Square Neighbor for 30+years 

 
Serving Center City & PA Suburbs, 

Residential/Commercial/Investment Properties 
 

Luxury Home Specialist & Certified Relocation Specialist 
 

 2011 5-Star  
Real Estate Professional Award for Service & Sales  

 

 

I look forward to being of service! 
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All are welcome at your�
neighborhood Presbyterian Church�

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.�
(child care is provided)�

Coffee and Fellowship hour follows�

Adult Christian Education and�
Children’s Sunday School:  9:45 a.m.�

(see our web site for special services and concerts)�

21st & Walnut Streets�
www.fpcphila.org�

215-567-0532�

 
 
 
 

Family Wealth Management  
Since 1994 

 
   As wealth managers, we analyze your unique financial goals. Then, using  

  independent research and investment resources we design an individually tailored 
investment plan to help achieve them. We specialize in: 

 
Tax-Sensitive Portfolio Management  

 
Retirement Income Planning 

 
Comprehensive Financial and Estate Planning 

 
Foundation / Endowment / Institutional Portfolio Management 

 
Joseph J. Dimaio, Jr., CFP® 

Certified Financial Planner 
 

West Capital Management 
1818 Market Street, Suite 3323 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 731-1820 
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Joseph J. Dimaio, Jr., CFP® 

Certified Financial Planner 
 

West Capital Management 
1818 Market Street, Suite 3323 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 731-1820 

 
 
 
 
 

As wealth managers, we analyze your unique financial 
goals. Then, using independent investment resources  
we design an individually tailored investment plan to  

help achieve them. We specialize in:
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The following letter about pedestrian 
safety was written by a Center City 
resident to Mayor Michael Nutter on 
October 11, 2011: 

Dear Mayor Nutter:

Are our pedestrian crosswalks as safe as they 
should be? A number of encounters with 
heedless drivers suggest that this is  
not the case.

Last week while crossing Schuylkill and 
Chestnut, I was nearly struck and run over 
by a driver who did not notice me or more 
likely did not care that I was there.  The light 
was green and I was in the middle of the 
crosswalk, but a car turning left off the cross 
street failed to stop or even slow down. This 
has occurred several times to me — and 
others — in the past several years. I am 
compelled to speak out because last week I 
could possibly have been killed.

A few years ago, a good friend and his one-
year-old were hit by a car that failed to stop 
at the intersection they were crossing, and 

while the baby escaped injury even though 
his stroller was knocked over, my friend did 
not and required surgery. More recently, I 
came upon the aftermath of a car hitting a 
woman at JFK and 19th.

Pedestrians have the right of way within 
crosswalks as long as the light is green.

A pedestrian’s right-of-way is just that 
— a right — and when drivers fail to 
acknowledge this, it impinges upon our 
rights as citizens of this city. Moving about 
Philadelphia on foot should not involve 
life-or-death scenarios. Too often drivers 
honk their horns at people in city crosswalks 
as though drivers cannot bear to be 
inconvenienced by pedestrians.

In a contest between car and crosswalk, it 
is the citizen on foot who loses. We need 
you to take our side and seek solutions to 
ensure our safety. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Thank you,
Elizabeth Greenspan 

Andrew Stober, Chief of Staff, Mayor’s 
Office of Transportation and Utilities, 
City of Philadelphia sent the following 
response on December 22. 

Dear Ms. Greenspan, 

Thank you for your letter to Mayor Nutter 
of October 11th concerning the safety of 
pedestrian crosswalks.  
 
We share your concerns about the safety of 
pedestrians and the security of pedestrians.  
Philadelphia in general is a very friendly 
city for pedestrians, and our residents and 
our visitors value that highly.  But as your 
letter points out, conflicts between vehicles 
and pedestrians are too frequent.   
 
We have done a lot in Philadelphia to make 
our intersections both safe and convenient 
to cross.  We use wide and highly visible 
“continental” style crosswalks, which are 
much more visible to drivers than our old 
crosswalks.  For the past two years we 
have implemented a policy of setting stop 
bars back 10 feet from 

In a Contest between Pedestrians and Cars, Who Wins?

The December 2011 Center City 
Quarterly included an interview with 
Christine Carlson, a CCRA member 
who was instrumental in organizing 
the Greater Center City Neighborhood 
Schools Coalition. To further publicize 
the organization’s mission the Center 
City District’s January online Kids in 
Center City Newsletter published the 
follow article in its School News section.

The news coming out of the School District 
of Philadelphia is very troublesome, leaving 
many Center City families wondering if 
they should pull up stakes and head for the 
suburbs. I admit the thought has crossed 
my mind, but I’m not willing to give up 
and move away from where I want to live 
and raise my children. As a parent of young 
children who attend one of the elementary 
schools in the city, I know I’m not alone in 
believing we have great public elementary 
schools in Center City. My public 
elementary school is an enriching and 
comfortable place. The principal is engaged 

and dedicated. My children are happy with 
their teachers, have terrific friends and there 
is a real community inside and outside 
the building. The amenities of Center City 
speak for themselves.

There’s no doubt that our schools could be 
even better, and that in these financially 
challenging times, our schools may be 
asked to make more sacrifices. For that 
reason, parents and community members 
will need to come together and help sustain 
our schools as vibrant places of learning 
and community anchors. Many of us are 
dedicated to doing whatever it takes.

A group of parents and community 
members, The Greater Center City 
Neighborhood School Coalition, 
has created a plan to improve the 
responsiveness, flexibility and quality 
of our schools. Discussions with school 
district leadership, the School Reform 
Commission, the Mayor’s Office of 
Education and the Center City District are 

already underway to ensure that the eleven 
neighborhood elementary schools located 
in Greater Center City (between Tasker and 
Girard/River to River) meet the needs of 
Center City area families. Everything from 
curb appeal, to new computers, school 
safety and principal autonomy are on the 
table. We are working on more ways for 
individual and private sector resources to 
be channeled to our schools. The coalition 
is already seeing results and more positive 
actions are expected by the start of the 
new school year. But we need the broad 
support from families throughout Greater 
Center City. If you are interested in getting 
involved, please email me at christine.
carlson333@gmail.com.

From One Parent to Another  
By Christine Carlson

Continue on page 27
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Trinity at 22nd Spring Events
March
Mosaic: Jazz, Poetry, Encounter with God. Jazz & Joe after ...... Sunday, 4, 7:00 p.m.
Astral Children’s Series 1, “What’s so Funny?” .................... Saturday, 10, 1:30 p.m.
Cookoff: volunteers make 200 meals for homeless............... Sunday,18, 12:30 p.m.
Al Bustan Concert ................................................................  Sunday, 25, 4:00 p.m.
April
Palm Sunday, Rittenhouse Square, followed by TMC service ..Sunday, 1, 10:45 a.m.
Mosaic: Jazz, Poetry, Encounter with God. Jazz & Joe after ...... Sunday, 1, 7:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Agape Supper & Eucharist .......................Thursday, 5, 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Liturgy ......................................................Friday, 6, noon & 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday Worship & Reception ......................................Sunday, 8, 10:30 a.m. 
Dulce Suono Concert ...............................................................Friday, 13, 7:30 p.m.
Philadelphia Chorus Concert ................................................. Sunday, 15, 4:00 p.m.
Astral Children’s Series 2, “The Mystery of Sound” ............. Saturday, 21, 1:30 p.m.
Jumble Drop-off to Office ..................................... Mon.-Thu. 23-26, 3:00-8:00 p.m. 
Jumble Sale Preview with wine and cheese ..................... Friday, 27, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Jumble Sale and DEA Drug Takeback ................................. Saturday, 28, 10:00-3:00
Al Bustan Concert ................................................................. Sunday, 29, 4:00 p.m.
May
Mosaic: Jazz, Poetry, Encounter with God. Jazz & Joe after ....... Sunday 6, 7:00 p.m.
Astral Children’s Series 3, “Nature in Music” ....................... Saturday, 19, 1:30 p.m.
Bishop Lee Visitation to TMC ...............................................Sunday, 20, 10:30 a.m.
Cookoff: volunteers make 200 meals for homeless.............. Sunday, 20, 12:30 p.m.
Pentecost Service .................................................................Sunday, 27, 10:30 a.m.
June
Dulce Suono Concert ............................................................... Sunday 3, 3:00 p.m.

Trinity at 22nd
2212 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA
215-732-2515

Trinity Memorial Church
trinityphiladelphia.org    

Trinity Center for  
Urban Life

trinitycentercity.org

Community OutReach 
 Partnership

communityoutreachpartnership.org

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

They say every dog has his day. 
You can make his be today – 

Adopt! 
 

The Morris Animal Refuge 
“The Little Shelter in Center City – Since 1874” 

1242 Lombard Street | 215-735-9570 | www.morrisanimalrefuge.org | twitter.com/MorrisAnimal 
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the crosswalk at signalized intersections 
to increase the visibility of pedestrians 
in crosswalks.  Through much of the city 
we use short traffic signal phases, which 
reduce the wait time for pedestrians and 
better distribute the conflicts with turning 
vehicles. We are installing pedestrian 
count-down signal heads throughout the 
city, especially at intersections with longer 
crossing distances.   
 
But we have too many instances when 
despite these improvements pedestrians 
are killed or seriously harmed.  Typically a 
third of the persons killed in motor vehicle 
crashes in Philadelphia are pedestrians 
– equal to over 30 persons killed each 
year.  Turning vehicles are responsible 
for many of those crashes.  This issue 
was highlighted last year when Assistant 
Deputy Mayor Deborah Merlin was 
critically injured by a vehicle turning at the 

intersection of Walnut and 18th Streets. 
Although this problem occurs throughout 
the city, large intersections with roadway 
geometry that accommodates faster 
turning speeds, such as Chestnut Street 
and Schuylkill Avenue, are especially 
hazardous because drivers are less likely 
to anticipate the presence of pedestrians, 
because speeds are higher reducing 
reaction times, crossing distances are 
longer resulting in longer exposure 
and because higher speeds increase the 
probability that a pedestrian who is hit will 
suffer severe injuries or death.   
 
As your letter indicates, a major part of the 
issue concerns inadequate driver compliance 
with the vehicle code concerning 
crosswalks.  The best method of assuring 
that drivers comply with laws that require 
them to yield to pedestrians is to assure 
that the laws are being enforced.  This 

past summer my administration initiated 
an enhanced police enforcement effort 
in Center City called Give Respect/Get 
Respect.  The objective of the program was 
to improve the behavior of all roadway users 
through both education and enforcement 
measures.  One target of the program was to 
increase driver respect for crosswalks.  We 
plan to continue this program next year.   It 
is important to let your Police Service Area 
Lieutenant know about your community 
public safety enforcement concerns.  
Information about community meetings 
hosted by your Police Districts can be 
found at www.phillypolice.com/districts by 
identifying your districts and following the 
links to the districts homepage. 
  
Thank you again for your letter.

Sincerely, 
Andrew Stober 

In a Contest between Pedestrians and Cars, Who Wins? cont.

In order to improve pedestrian safety "continental" style crosswalks and pedestrian count-down signal heads are being installed throughout the city.
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CENTER CITY RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
1600 Market Street, Suite 2500
Philadelphia, PA 19103

centercity@centercityresidents.org
www.centercityresidents.org
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CCRA'S 2012 ANNUAL MEETING  
WILL BE WEDNESDAY, MAY 16.

Chili Challenge Sponsors – The Real Champs
 

CCRA thanks this year’s Chili Challenge sponsors for their support in making it a spectacular event for members and 
guests of all ages. Di Bruno Brothers was the lead sponsor, and Penn Medicine Rittenhouse was a supporting sponsor. 

Without their assistance the event would not have been as great as it was.

People of all ages enjoyed the food, beverages, music and company. 

Sour Mash provided the entertainment at the  
Chili Challenge with live acoustic bluegrass.

State Representative Babette Josephs was welcomed  
to the event by Jeff Braff, CCRA President.
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DeWitt Brown awarded the Chili Chalice to the  
2012 winner, Chris Sado for his Kenso Red. 

Chili Challenge shirts were  
available for sale this year.
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DeWitt Brown, Chili Challenge Committee Chair  
and M. C., with First Runner-Up Beth Miller  

whose entry was Girl Scout Badge Chili.


